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                                    Prayer Diary 

For your prayers in June 

Aston The residents of Derby Road, Longcroft and Green Leas . Also the Bellringers. 

Barrow The residents of Moor Lane. Also the St.Wilfrid’s Development Project 

Elvaston  The residents of Main Road, Elvaston. Also the Elvaston W.I. 

Shardlow The residents of Wilne Lane, The Maltings and Great Wilne. 

Swarkestone  The residents of Tythe Barn and Old Hall House. 

Twyford The residents of  Arleston.  

Weston The residents of Park Lane and Rectory Farm Mews. 

The Community The Parish Councils. 

The Diocese The S.E. Derbyshire Deanery (Heanor and Erewash). Vocations and Training. 

The Worldwide Church The Anglican Provinces of Myanmar, Nigeria, North India and  
Pakistan. 
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Tony writes 

THE TRENT AND DERWENT PARISH CHURCHES 

RECTOR’S REPORT 

2021-2022 

It is hard to believe that it has been 3 years since we last had a Benefice Annual 
meeting and since I last wrote a formal report about the Benefice. So thank you for 
attending this evening’s meeting. It is really good for us to get together from the 
different parishes in order to meet one another, hear what is happening in our differ-
ent situations and encourage one another. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has affected us in so many ways as a society and that is certainly reflected in our ex-
perience of being the Church during the last two years. There have been two periods when public worship 
was suspended for several months and, even when we were able to resume services again there were con-
siderable restrictions in place. At the same time, we were not able to meet in our usual groups during the 
week either, which left many people feeling isolated and out of touch. Thankfully in all of the parishes people 
made a great effort to keep in touch by phone and many of us learnt the benefits as well as the disad-
vantages of Zoom! We also decided at the beginning of lockdown to record services and put them online, 
something which I have continued to do even after the resumption of public worship, as they continue to be 
appreciated by those people who for whatever reasons can no longer manage to attend church in person. 
The pandemic has taught us the importance of online provision and, in addition to the online services and 
the websites, several of our churches now have social media pages, which are very useful for getting people 
engaged with what is happening. 

The pandemic has, needless to say, had an effect on the finances of the parishes. Periods, when the church 
has not been meeting for worship or when attendance was considerably reduced, have resulted in a massive 
downturn in income, particularly in those parishes where there was no scheme for regular giving. This has 
resulted in a considerable reduction in the ability to pay Common Fund allocations to the Diocese. In terms 
of congregational life, the pandemic has in many of the smaller parishes hastened a decline in attendance at 
worship which was already perceivable over many years. One of our parishes, Weston on Trent, has applied 
to the Bishop to be regarded as a “Festival Church” i.e. one which will only be offering public worship at cer-
tain significant times in the Church year. This may be on the cards for some of our other parishes too over 
the next few years. 

Emerging from the pandemic gave us the opportunity to look afresh at the provision of services across the 
Benefice, which was particularly necessary as the number of available ministers has diminished over the last 
few years. Over the last four years 2 curates (Ed and Jane) have moved on, 1 retired priest (Ian) moved away, 
Suzanne and John decided that the time had come to officially “retire” from taking services and a newly li-
censed Reader (Graham), sadly died. I am very grateful to Paul and Bruce for their willingness to take ser-
vices nearly every Sunday and to the Barrow “Team”, who continue to lead worship themselves once a 
month. 

If that all sounds like doom and gloom, let me inject a measure of optimism by describing some of the good 
things happening around the parishes: 

Twyford Thanks to the efforts of Anne Bennett and other members of the congregation, we have been able 
to complete  some significant and ongoing work to the fabric of St. Andrew’s Church. Urgent work has been 
carried out on the spire and tower, the buttresses at the east end of the church and some of the windows. 
Further work will be needed on the rainwater goods and anything else shown up by this summer’s inspection 
by the architect! We are having an Open Afternoon at Twyford on Saturday 18th June. 

Barrow The congregation at St. Wilfrid’s, assisted by a very active “Friends” group, have been pioneering 
what can be done with an ancient building in the 21st century both to preserve and to promote the heritage, 
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whilst also creating a space for the community to use. Thanks largely to support from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, the church has been completely re-ordered, removing the pews and levelling the floor in order to cre-
ate a more useable community space. The project focussed upon the heritage of the Church, particularly its 
fascinating links with the Knights of St. John. Since completion of the Transformation Project, the community 
space has been well-used (even hosting a wedding reception!) and a wonderful programme of events is un-
derway, focussing on Heritage Talks, Heritage Workshops and Family Fun. Where else around here can you 
have a go at stone carving and do some family archaeology?! 

Swarkestone The plans to convert the present transept meeting room into a better and more accessible 
community facility by screening it off from the main body of the church, lowering the floor to the level of the 
nave and building an extension, which will provide toilet and kitchen facilities and alternative access from 
outside the building, finally got underway at the beginning of 2021. The work took longer than expected, be-
cause of material shortages during the pandemic, but we officially opened the Harpur Room at our Open Day 
two weeks ago. I think Miss Airmyne Harpur-Crewe, whose legacy made this possible, would have been very 
pleased with the result. We also brought back a 16th century boar and coronet (Harpur family crest) from 
Calke Abbey, where they had been on loan for decades, and have rehoused them in a museum-quality cabi-
net in the chancel. We enjoy a good congregational life at our monthly service, which doesn’t seem to have 
been adversely affected by the pandemic. 

Weston The congregation at Weston was very small before the pandemic, but we sadly emerged from lock-
down with four regular worshippers and a PCC of the Rector plus two! Following a meeting in the Autumn, 
we applied to become a Festival Church (as was mentioned earlier) and in the New Year appealed to the 
community for help with maintaining the church and churchyard. A public meeting in February attracted 60 
people and we subsequently set up a Friends of St. Mary’s Group with subsidiary groups for maintenance 
and cleaning, which have already done wonders in the church and its surroundings. Out of a difficult situa-
tion something positive seems to be emerging. We met this week with the Diocesan authorities to discuss 
two proposed projects for developing the churchyard to preserve wildlife and involve the community. 

Aston Thankfully at Aston, we managed to bounce back fairly quickly from the pandemic and have recruited 
some new members in recent weeks. Also the finances were considerably helped by the fact that a good 
proportion of the congregation had joined the Parish Giving Scheme, which meant that they were still giving 
regularly to the church even when there were no services. The inability to hold our usual big fundraising 
events has, however, effected our overall income and we are well short of being able to pay our large Com-
mon Fund allocation in full. One positive outcome of the pandemic was the formation of a small choir, which 
now helps with leading the singing at our Sunday services. On the fabric side, we were able to build a new 
staircase under the tower to greatly improve the access to the ringing chamber. It has also enabled us to cre-
ate a community library in the tower room, which has been well used by the people of the village. We had 
the church completely rewired and installed a new lighting system, which has made the church much bright-
er, especially on dull days. We have plans during the next 12 months to completely overhaul and renovate 
the pipe organ. It has been good to see many of the church groups meeting again after the restrictions of the 
past 2 years, which have probably made us realise how much we have taken for granted the importance of 
meeting together to support and encourage one another. 

Shardlow Over the last 3 years, St. James’ has had considerable work done to the stonework of the walls and 
the tower and everything has been completely re-roofed. The Hayward Room at the back of church has been 
modernised and made more comfortable with new lighting, heating, carpet and furniture. We have installed 
an electronically operated lock on the church door, which enables people to come in and use the library, 
which we have created in the Hayward Room. We are looking forward to opening the church for the Inland 
Port Festival on the 10th and 11th September. As at Weston, the regular congregation is now very small in-
deed and the possibility of becoming a Festival Church may need to be considered for Shardlow too in the 
near future. 

Elvaston Much has been done at St. Bartholomew’s in the last couple of years to encourage visitors. The 
trips up the tower have been especially popular and a good fundraiser. Sadly, we have temporarily suspend-
ed these while we investigate the health and safety issues arising from visitors climbing the tower.  



If you would like to receive a copy of the magazine by email  rather than in a hard copy please contact me 
on the email address below and I will send you one.   (There is no charge for this, but a donation to your 

local church would be appreciated)  
Please inform me of any detail changes for contacts that are listed on pages 16 and 17 

All material for the July 2022 edition of the magazine to be sent to Joe Nutman at  
jnutman@btinternet.com by June 20 please.  
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Benefice News 

 BENEFICE 200 CLUB 
   The winning numbers for May in the draw were 1st  - 119,  2nd – 172  ( both Weston)   
3rd  - 133 (Aston). 
     The first prize number was assigned to a  gentleman from Weston who, since re-joining last  
September, has sadly died. His family wished to keep the number in the draw and any winnings to be 
given to St Mary’s church. Jayne and Craig have worked extremely hard recently to recruit new  
members for Weston to help the drive to  increase the church’s  finances, their membership has gone up 
from 24 to 41 making the total membership of the 200 club 191 ( we are nearly at the 200 mark!). 
  Consequently the first prize of £191 has gone to St Mary’s, I am sure they will be very grateful to the 
family for the extra windfall and well done to Jayne and Craig! 

We hope to begin them again soon. Elvaston still proves a very popular venue for weddings and funerals. 
We are looking forward to our Open Weekend at the end of August. 

This is just a brief overview of some of the things, which have occupied the time and energy of many peo-
ple in our congregations during the last two to three years. Please forgive me if I have failed to highlight 
something else of importance to you. I cannot mention everything, because so much goes into maintaining 
the presence and worship life of our churches, and I should therefore like to take this opportunity to thank 
the loyalty and faithfulness of the many people who, both publicly and in quieter, hidden ways give so 
much of their time, energy and money to the work of the church.  

On a personal level. I should like to say a sincere thank you for the support you all give to me and to the 
other members of the team in our ministry. Your support for my family and for my involvement with Derby 
County and with the Kenya project is especially appreciated. As I write this, I leave for Kenya in 10 days’ 
time and thanks to people’s support I shall go to Chaddy Mission School equipped with a printer, station-
ery, toiletries and, yes, a lot of sanitary products! 

Tony in Kenya  Please note that Tony will be in Kenya with the Derby County Community Trust from 
21st May until 3rd June. In case of need, please contact Paul or Bruce or one of the churchwardens. 

Tony would like to say a big thank you to the congregations for responding to his appeal for Chaddy 
Mission School. Lots of stationery and toiletries have been donated and thanks to the generous mone-
tary gifts from the MU and others (over £300), he has been able to purchase 185 reusable sanitary pads 
for the teenage girls at the school, which will hopefully mean that they will not have to miss their 
schooling for several days each month. The products we have purchased will support an education pro-
gramme, which some of the ladies in Tony’s team are going to deliver while they are there. Your gener-
osity will make such a difference to the lives of around 60 girls at Chaddy Mission. The proceeds of the  
Charity of the month collection at Aston for April have contributed to the purchase of a reconditioned 
printer, which will take up a lot of space in one of Tony’s cases! It will enable the school to print its own 
exam papers and other materials, thus saving them money. On behalf of Pastor Geoffrey and the staff 
and children of Chaddy Mission School, a big thank you for your gifts! 
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Aston  www.astonontrentchurch.org 

“Books in the Belfry” – the All Saints’ Community Library is  open for everyone in Aston to use free of 
charge. We are grateful for gifts of books, but we would prefer not to receive non-fiction books. 

CAMEO 

Our meeting 4th May by Andrew Field 
involved looking at slides of  a long adven-
ture  he went on to travel the Comino de 
Santiago Pilgramage around France and 
Spain . It was  a very informative and a 
moving presentation of his journey.  
 
On 1st June Gareth Howell will be giving a 
talk on 'Medieval Medicine '. 
Everyone is welcome to come .Our 
meetings start at 7.30pm the first 
Wednesday of the month in the Heritage 
Centre, Aston-on-Trent, Derby . 
 
So come and meet each other .If you need 
anymore information contact me : Cameo 
Leader Marion Glover 01332 792405  

The sun shone brightly on the occasion of our first May Fayre for three years.  
We were so grateful to everyone who supported this event and to those who  
erected and staffed the stalls, donated cakes and gifts and, of course, the  
members of the Social Group, who toiled away in the kitchen making  
the ploughperson’s lunches!  
We raised over £1100 pounds on the day. Well done, everyone! 
 

Wednesday Hub group meetings in June will be as follows: 

1st June at 10.00 am: Open Café – Social. 

8th June at 10.30 am: Open Book – Bible Exploration 

15th June at 10.00 am: Open Café – Social 

22nd June at 10.30 am: Open Discussion 

29th June at 10.00 am: Open Café Plus  

Aston Community Choir  meets on Monday evenings at 7.00 pm in the Heritage Centre. 

The Bellringers meet on Monday evenings at 8.00 pm. 

Other dates for your diary: 

Wednesday 1st June  at 7.30 pm CAMEO meeting. 
Monday 6th June at 7.30 pm PCC Meeting.  
Thursday 23rd June at 2.30 pm MU meeting with the Richmond Choir. 
Saturday 2nd July – Well Dressing Festival. 11.15 am Service for the Blessing of the Wells. 
Sunday 3rd July – Well Dressing Festival. 5.30 pm Open Air Service in the churchyard. 
 

 

http://www.astonontrentchurch.org


Aston on Trent Women’s Institute 

We hope everyone has enjoyed the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, a special thank you to everyone 
that has volunteered over the bank holiday, it makes our village the friendly community we love. We 
are now looking forward to our village well dressing weekend, these events would not be as success-
ful as they are, without the help of volunteers, even half an hour of your time, is very much appreciat-
ed and of course we never turn away a donation of cake!! 

26th May at 10am clay puddling, bring your old clothes and shoes for this special clay treatment 
for your hands (I have only seen one person do it with their feet). 

7th June 10:30 Coffee & Chat in The Heritage Centre. Donations of cakes welcome. 
27thJune to 1st July, Petaling!! The best bit of well dressing for some. 10:00am -12:00, 2:00pm - 

4:00pm, and 6:30pm – 8:30pm. If you are passing, please don’t be shy come and say hello. 
We are still collecting donations for our usual games and produce stalls during the Well Dressing 
Weekend. Items needed: Gifts, gift bags, cuddly toys, jigsaws, books, plants, preserves, and Cakes!! 
And please remember to put your name down on the stall rota for Saturday 2nd and/or Sunday 3rd Ju-
ly. 
We are also planning a garden party in August, venue to be decided. By September we will have earnt 
our holiday to Liverpool. This year is flying by, lets enjoy every minute!    
We meet at the Memorial Hall on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM. New members and 

 Aston and Weston Mother’s Union 

 We are all looking forward to our first Lunch Club outing this month, then shortly after that we 
shall all be celebrating the Platinum Jubilee of our Patron Queen Elizabeth II. She has been a symbol 
of inspiration for many and has promoted Christian values at home and abroad.  When she has giv-
en a Christmas message broadcast she reminds us of the strength that can be found in the anchor of 
Christ. 

At this time we reflect on her life of dedicated service to the Church, to the Mothers’ Union and to 
people of all nations. 

 We look forward to all the village celebrations and the national ones too. We have used the 
July meeting to invite the Richmond Village choir to entertain us with celebration songs for a sum-
mer afternoon. They will sing in church and then we shall move to the Heritage Centre for refresh-
ments. It is quite a large choir so we are appealing to all our members to bring suitable cakes so we 
can all enjoy Afternoon Tea after the concert. Please book the date – June 23rd at 2.30 in church. 
Everyone is welcome to bring a friend. 

  What an enjoyable occasion the May Fayre was.  It was so good to be able to plan the first 
one for three years. Thank you to all members who helped with the stall in any way. Altogether the 
stall raised £120 which must be a record!                

Tony is in Kenya with the Derby County Community Trust at present, but will be back by June 3rd. He 
has taken with him all the sanitary products donated by our members and friends from church, 
which he was so grateful for. They will be given to teenage girls at the school which Tony supports         
  to avoid them having to take time off school. He goes with our love and prayers.  
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Keep up with news by joining the All Saints’, Aston on Trent  public group on Facebook.   

Or visit our website: www.astonontrentchurch.org 



Barrow 

Elvaston                                                                                              

From the Registers 
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Aston 

Funeral:  

9th May– Robert Kozlowski (63 yrs) 

11th May (at Trent Valley Crem.) – Bryan Crawford (87 yrs) 

 

Barrow 

Baptism: 

1st May– Matilda Bottrill 

 

Shardlow 

Wedding: 

21st May – David Money & Louisa Money 

        Readings 

    12th June  Prov. 8  1-4, 22-31        Vicky Orpe 

    26th June  1 Kings 19. 5-16            Iris Campbell 

Prayers: 

We remember all who are sick or troubled at this time, especially we pray for  

Iris Campbell, Ray Thompson, Isabel Herod, Terry Marshall, Jack Smith and  

Quentin Robbins. 

 

Services for June: 
Sunday 12th June  10.30 Holy Communion with Paul 
Sunday 26th June  10.30 Holy Communion with Paul 
 

Church Opening and flowers: 

After the restrictions of the past two years it was lovely to be able to keep the church doors open after the 

morning service on 8th May, and welcome visitors in. Some had come in during the service and stayed for a 

while. The church tour was attended by 12 people (and 2 greyhounds!) and many others visited during the 

course of the afternoon. When the weather is fine, we will endeavour to open on as many Sundays as possi-

ble. We have started having flowers in church again, and a rota to sign up for church opening and flowers has 

been placed at the back of church. 



Shardlow 
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PRAYERS 
Please remember in your prayers, Molly and Jim Keogh, Mavis Foster,  
Quentin Robbins, Peter Harding and Iris and Huw Campbell. 
 
SERVICES FOR JUNE 
Sunday 5th June    10-00am   Service of Celebration with Bruce 
Sunday 19th June  10-30am   Holy Communion with Tony 
 
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
On Thursday 2nd June from 7-30pm to 8-45pm we will be serving food, tea, coffee and squash in and around the 
church. There will be no charge for this. At 9-00pm the beacon in the churchyard will be lit. 
 
On Sunday 5th June at 10-00am Bruce will lead a Service of Celebration for the Queen's Jubilee. This will include 
items by pupils from Shardlow School. This will be followed by light refreshments. Everyone is very welcome. PLEASE 
NOTE THE CHANGE OF TIME. 
 
COFFEE MORNING 
The next coffee morning will be on Saturday 25th June from 10-00am to 11-30am. Come along and enjoy a coffee and 
chat. As well as many books in the community library we have a lot of jigsaws which can be borrowed. The April coffee 
morning was very busy just as it was before the pandemic. It was lovely to see everyone again. ` 
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Swarkestone  

If you want to keep up with our news more regularly, please look for and like our Facebook page – you’ll 

find photos and snippets about happenings at St James’ and Swarkestone are added most weeks.  https://

www.facebook.com/StJamesChurchSwarkestone  

Next service 
Trinity Sunday 12th June 10:30 am 
Minister: - Tony  

Readers: - Dominic Clarke & TBA 

Church Cleaning: - Dorothy & John Hubball 

Welcomers/Sidespersons: - Dominic & Emma Clarke 

Please remember in your prayers – Barbara Foster, Jill Malpass, James Longson, Ann Edwards and Sandra 

Cork.  

Departed – Jim Freeman, we are sad to say goodbye to another longstanding member of our congregation.  

Jim was a loyal supporter of St James’ for many years and we send our love and prayers to his family and 

friends. 

Open Day 2nd May   

After an unavoidable delay our long promised Open Day was a wonderful success! We were delighted to wel-

come many visitors to our beautiful church, several of whom were local walkers who had discovered St 

James’ during lockdown and who took the opportunity to explore inside. Thank you to Tony Luke for officially 

opening our new Harpur Room and to everyone who contributed to making the day a huge success.  The 

amazing tombs in the Harpur Chapel and other family artefacts were of special interest to many and our visi-

tors enjoyed hearing about the long and varied history of our church and village.  The history boards were 

kindly loaned to us by Barbara Foster and we are hoping to create a similar permanent display once a  

suitable display board can be sourced.  

Our next event will be a repeat of the very popular “Tea and Cakes by the River”  - look out for more infor-

mation in the coming weeks. 
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Twyford 

Services: Please see the back of the magazine 

Flowers:   Anne Bennett 

Twyford PCC are holding an Open Afternoon from 2.00pm to 5.00pm at St. Andrew’s 

Church, to which you are all warmly invited.  There will be a small history display, reg-

isters etc., and a cup of tea and homemade cake.   Do come and join us! 

The United Benefice service this time around was held in the delightful church at Twyford.  A generous  
congregation attended and the sermon was given by Rev. Dr Chris Swift, the Director of Spirituality and head 
of Chaplaincy for Methodist Homes. 
MHA is the largest not for profit care provider and runs Willowcroft where Paul works! 

 



 

St Mary the Virgin. 
Weston on Trent 
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A Weston church is now designated a Festival 
Church.  This is a church building which is not used 
for weekly worship, but is valued and required by 
the community for local events and for Festivals of 
the Church and for Rites of Passage (Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals). 

A Rambling Cafe.  

ARC is a new venture started mid May. If out for a Walk/ramble call in on Saturday/Sunday between 10am-
4pm for a refreshing brew. Tea bags, coffee, powdered milk, sugar, mugs, water & kettle all there for you to 
use and some times a chocolate bar! Honesty jar if you feel obliged to make a donation. Information on 
what to do with your used crockery and waste is on the counter top. To help we have also rearranged a few 
pews to enable a seating area whilst enjoying your drink. (see photo's) It was tried out at the friends gar-
dening group in May.  
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Would you like something to be included on the Weston page? 

Please contact me by emailing stmarysweston@gmail.com or 01332704230, by the 15th of the 

month for inclusion in the following month. 

 

June Facts. 

 June was called the “sera monath” (also known as dry month) by the Anglo�Saxons. In the UK, June is 
celebrated as the national smile month. The month of June is believed to be named after Juno the Greek 
goddess. Wimbledon, the famous English tennis tournament, is played in the month of June. Rose is the 
birth flower of June. June babies are fortunate enough to have two birthstones. These are pearl and  
alexandrite  

Unfortunately, due to a lack of material, the rest of this  page has to remain blank! 

St Mary's Copse.  

Following a meeting with Nigel Sharrett from DAC, permission has been given to begin clearing work in the 
copse to enable light to enter and to clear the floor of ivy.   This will enable oy=other plant species to colo-
nise the area and therefore attract insect etc.—in other words to increase the biological diversity of the 
copse.  There will be more details made available as the scheme progresses. Another project of wilding the 
area and possible tree planting was also discussed. Wilding area could be trailed to enable visitors to ex-
plore and enjoy the area. The planting of trees would require a faculty along with a plan of tree locations.  
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https://thepurpleboat.co.uk/  
https://www.narrowboatcanalholidayhire.com/ 
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A.M.H DECORATING 
Interior & Exterior.  Insured & Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 Adam Henshall 
Tel: 01332 669822  Mob: 07436814786  

A.M.H_DECORATING@MAIL.COM 
       www.facebook.com/amhdecor  

Broadbents 
Solicitors 
25 Iron Gate  

Derby 

Tel:01332 

369090 

2 2 
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£15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email  

 jnutman@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

Still  space for your ad here! 

£15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email  

 jnutman@btinternet.com 

 

At George Simnett Family Funeral Directors our aim is to ‘Honour a Lifetime’. 
My experienced staff and I hope to ensure that all personal requirements, whatever they 
may be, are carried out in a caring, professional manner, with the utmost high standard of 
service and respect.  
Our independent funeral care combines traditional values and beliefs, responsive to the 
needs of all cultures, with a modern approach to making the funeral service an honorary 
celebration of a loved one’s life. 
 

George E Simnett 

Managing Director 

Funerals directed under the personal supervision of  

George Simnett and Ruth Bartlett.  

24 hour personal and professional service  

Private Chapels of Rest  

Grey Mercedes ceremonial vehicles  

Black Jaguar ceremonial vehicles  

Proud owners of the Land Rover Defender 130 hearse  

Horse-drawn carriages and alternatives available 

In house floristry service 

Monthly payment option available 
 

Offering pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral plans from the UK’s 

largest independent planning provider 

01332 690211 
www.georgesimnett.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/amhdecor
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Unfortunately, due to a lack of material, this page has to remain blank! 
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